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News
Joy Ngugi and Talisa Gonzalez, RMES junior high students, assist another Benton Harbor Salvation volunteer 
during the holiday season.




tary School (RMES) students let God 
use them in a special way to positively 
impact the lives of many individuals this 
year. One recent opportunity occurred 
when they hosted their annual “Family 
Christmas Party.” 
Finding a new family to invite each 
year seems like it would be a struggle, 
but God had a plan. A family was easily 
found, and plans for the party began to 
move forward. Then one day something 
unexpected happened. “I felt impressed 
to visit the trailer park,” said junior high 
teacher, Phil Giddings. “I got to the busi-
ness office and asked if there was a family 
in need this Christmas.” This is how 
he met another family in need, a single 
mother and her six young children. They 
were delighted to be a part of the event. 
Two families were blessed this year, and 
our students felt the satisfaction of serv-
ing others in a big way.
The Salvation Army is grateful for a 
little extra help this year, too. Chris Da-
visson and his junior high students have 
spent long days volunteering there. Fill-
ing baskets full of food, helping parents 
“shop” for gifts for their children, and 
carrying heavy loads to vehicles are just 
some of the ways the students were able 
to help out.
Raj Prabhu, RMES eighth grader, put 
in many volunteer hours with this group. 
When asked if he enjoyed working there, 
he said, “Yeah, it was fun! My favorite 
part was carrying the toys that were going 
to be given to the children, and saying 
‘hello’ to the people as they came in.”
Our students also participated in 
“The Stay Warm Project,” which collects 
blankets for those in need. RMES was 
a designated drop-off point for blanket 
donations, and these were collected in a 
junior high classroom. 
The junior high students, along with 
teachers Giddings and Arlene Bailey, 
were among the many RMES groups 
to spread Christmas cheer and news of 
Jesus’ birth by caroling at Apple Val-
ley market. The sounds of brass, winds, 
strings and voices filled the market as 
guests stopped by to take it all in. Many 
blessings were gained by what our stu-
dents shared.
Two outreach projects that our junior 
high students participate in all year are 
volunteering at Neighbor to Neighbor, 
our community services center, and 
working at Apple Valley market. These 
opportunities are part of a course appro-
priately named “Outreach.”
James 2:14–16 (NLT) reads, “What 
good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you 
say you have faith but don’t show it by 
your actions? Can that kind of faith save 
anyone? Suppose you see a brother or sis-
ter who has no food or clothing, and you 
say, ‘Good-bye and have a good day; stay 
warm and eat well’—but then you don’t 
give that person any food or clothing. 
What good does that do?”Our students 
are learning, through practice, to have 
that faith and to give to others as well. 
God has truly blessed Ruth Mur-
doch Elementary School with amazing 
teachers and enthusiastic students who 
support tremendous service efforts.
Wendy Keough, principal’s assistant, Ruth Murdoch 
Elementary School, Berrien Springs, Mich. 
Jasmine Davison, 14, put her life in God’s hands and 
realized her dream of Adventist education.
Student trusts God 
to help her attend 
Indiana Academy
Indiana—Jasmine Davison, 14 years 
old and a freshman at Indiana Acad-
emy, shared her powerful testimony 
during Friday evening vespers shortly 
after school began.
Jasmine was born in Pontiac, Mich., 
and lived there about five years. Her 
family then moved to Indianapolis, 
Ind., where she was able to attend 
Indianapolis Junior Academy for 
kindergarten through fourth grade. 
After this, due to family needs, Jasmine 
attended public school until the end of 
her eighth-grade year. 
Jasmine always wanted to attend an 
Adventist school again; and as the years 
advanced, joining the ranks at Indiana 
Academy (IA) became a strong desire. 
She said, “I wanted to get closer to 
God and be a witness for Him, as well 
as being at a Christian school where 
others could witness to me, too. I knew 
I would have more opportunities at 
IA for this.” Even though she would 
leave behind many of her public school 
friends, Jasmine felt convicted IA was 
the best place for her. So, she and her 
family and friends started praying. 
At this time, both of Jasmine’s 
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